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I. THE WEEK IN REVIEW 

COUP IN MAURITANIA- 

AN APPARENT BLOODLESS MILITARY COUP TOOK PLACE IN 
NOUAKCHOTT DURING THE NIGHT OF JULY 9-10 AND RESULTED 
IN THE OVERTHROW OF MOKHTAR OULD DADDAH’S CIVILIAN 
REGIME. MAURITANIA'S CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN SUSPENDED; 

THE PARLIAMENT AND MAURITANIA'S PEOPLE'S PARTY HAS BEEN 
DISSOLVED. A NEW CABINET WAS NAMED ON JULY 12, COMPRISED 
OF BOTH MILITARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIANS. MAURITANIA IS 
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NOW BEING GOVERNED BY A MILITARY COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL 
RECOVERY (MCNR) COMPRISED OF EIGHTEEN SENIOR MILITARY 
OFFICERS. THE MCNR HAS PLEDGED TO HONOR ALL MAURITANIAN 
FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS. THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE MCNR IS LT. COL. MOUSTAPHA OULD MOHAMED S ALECK. 
FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE MAURITANIAN ARMY AND 
REPORTEDLY THE LEADER OF THE COUP. EX-PRESIDENT OULD 
DADD AH IS REPORTEDLY UNDER HOUSE ARREST ALONG WITH SOME 

MEMBERS OF HIS CABINET. MANY OF THE OFFICERS IN THE 
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NEW GOVERNMENT ARE FRENCH-TRAINED AND WELL-KNOWN TO THE 
US EMBASSY IN NOUAKCHOTT. THEY ARE CONSIDERED PRO-WESTERN 
AND CONSERVATIVE. THE MCNR HAS PUBLICLY STATED ITS 
INTENTION TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY TIES WITH ITS TRADITIONAL 
ALLIES, AND FRANCE AND MOROCCO. ON JULY 12, THE NEW 
MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT LT. COL. SALECK CALLED IN 
AMBASSADOR KRYZA. HE TOLD OUR AMBASSADOR THAT THE 
TAKE OVER BY THE MCNR WAS IN FACT A "COUNTER COUP" 

TO HEAD OFF A BLOODY REVOLT OF THE MASSES THAT HE 
AND HIS COLLEAGUES CONSIDERED OTHERWISE INEVITABLE. 

SALECK ALSO SAID THAT HE BELIEVES EX-PRESIDENT OULD 
DADD AH TO BE A GOOD AND WELL-INTENTIONED MAN BUT TOO 
INEPT TO DEAL WITH MAURITANIA’S SERIOUS PROBLEMS. SUCH 
AS A POORLY PERFORMING ECONOMY, CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT 
AND THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT. THE MCNR'S GOALS ARE 
TO REVITALIZE THE ECONOMY BY GETTING THE IRON ORE PRO- 
DUCTION MOVING AGAIN, TO MAKE THE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRA- 
TION MORE EFFECTIVE, AND TO FIND A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO 
THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT. 

FOREIGN REACTION TO THE GOVERNMENT COUP SO FAR HAS 
GENERALLY BEEN ONE OF WAIT AND SEE, ALTHOUGH FIRST 
REACTIONS IN RABAT AND DAKAR WERE THOSE OF ALARM. 
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INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE COUP WAS AN INTERNAL AFFAIR AND 
NO FOREIGN POWERS WERE INVOLVED. THE FRENCH HAVE SAID 
THAT THEY WERE NOT AT ALL SURPRISED BY THE COUP. THEY 
KNEW THAT OULD DADDAH’S REGIME HAD BEEN ON SHAKY GROUND 
FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. (SEE ALSO NOUAKCHOTT 1906). 

OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS: LASSITUDE SETS IN- 

AFTER OPENING SESSION FIREWORKS INVOLVING HEATED PROGRES- 
SIVE-MODERATE DEBATE OVER FOREIGN INTERVENTION, THE OAU 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING HAS SETTLED INTO THE 
TEDIOUS ROUTINE BUSINESS OF DRAFTING RESOLUTIONS GENERAL 
ENOUGH TO BE ACCEPTABLE TO A HETEROGENEOUS MEMBERSHIP. 
THE ONLY SUBSTANTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN SO FAR ARE THE 
EJECTION OF A SEVEN-MEMBER DELEGATION REPRESENTING 
RHODESIA'S NDABANINGI SITHOLE AND THE REJECTION OF 
THE COMOROS DELEGATION'S CREDENTIALS. POTENTIALLY 
DIVISIVE ISSUES SUCH AS THE REPORTS OF VARIOUS MEDIATION 
AND CONCILIATION COMMISSIONS (ETHIOPIA-SUDAN, ETHIOPIA- 
SOMALIA AND CHAD-LIBYA) WERE BUCKED TO THE SUMMIT 
FOR CONSIDERATION. OTHER CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
ARE SUBMERGED IN COMMITTEE. AT THE MOMENT, SOME 23 
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND 
THE JULY 18-21 SUMMIT SESSION. IN-COMING OAU CHAIRMAN 
NIMEIRI APPARENTLY STILL HOPES TO ARRANGE A FACE-TO-FACE 

MEETING BETWEEN SADAT AND QADHAFI, BUT THERE IS SOME 
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DOUBT THAT THE LIBYAN LEADER WILL SHOW UP IN KHARTOUM. 
ANOTHER DOUBTFUL ATTENDEE IS ETHIOPIAN LEADER MENGISTU. 

IN SUM, THE OAU APPEARS WELL ON THE WAY TO PAPERING 
OVER THE DEEP DIVISIONS IN ITS RANKS BY THE USUAL DEVICE 
OF SIDE-STEPPING HARD ISSUES AND DEVISING RHETORICAL 
RESOLUTIONS ON STANDARD OAU AND THIRD WORLD SUBJECTS. 

SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN CENTRAL AFRICA- 

SECRET 
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AMBASSADOR CUTLER AND AF/C DIRECTOR JUNIOR MET WITH 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU JULY 1 1 TO PURSUE THE QUESTION OF MEDIA- 
TION EFFORTS BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA. MOBUTU WAS MORE 
FORTHCOMING THAN ANTICIPATED. AGREEING TO A HALT IN AID 
TO ANGOLAN DISSIDENTS PROVIDED THAT HE COULD BE ASSURED 
OF A RECIPROCAL MOVE ON THE PART OF THE GOA WITH RESPECT 
TO THE FLNC. MOBUTU SAID THAT VERIFICATION OF BOTH 
SIDES OF THE BORDER WAS INTEGRAL TO ANY SETTLEMENT. HE 
ACCEPTED THE CONGOLESE GOVERNMENT AS MEDIATOR AND WAS 
WILLING TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO BRAZZAVILLE BEFORE 
THE KHARTOUM OAU CONFERENCE TO MEET WITH ANGOLAN OFFICIALS. 
HE ALSO SAID HE WAS WILLING TO MEET WITH NETO TO DISCUSS 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A VERIFICATION TEAM UNDER OAU AEGIS. 

JUNIOR FLEW TO LUANDA THE NEXT DAY TO CONVEY MOBUTU’S 
VIEWS TO PRIME MINISTER MASCIEMENTO AND MPLA CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBER LUVALU. THE ANGOLAN RESPONSE WAS ESSEN- 
TIALLY POSITIVE; THEY SAID THEY WOULD BE PREPARED TO MEET 
A GOZ REPRESENTATIVE IN BRAZZAVILLE, SUNDAY JULY 16. 

LUVALU SAID THAT THE GOZ SHOULD DISMANTLE FNLA CAMPS, 

BUT THIS WAS NOT A PRE-CONDITION TO BEGINNING TALKS IN 
BRAZZAVILLE. JUNIOR RETURNED TO KINSHASA JULY 13 
TO INFORM MOBUTU, AFTER WHICH HE WILL GO ON TO BRAZZAVILLE 
TO BRIEF GOCB OFFICIALS. 

SOMALIA: SIAD DEPARTS FOR PARIS-- 

PRESIDENT SIAD DEPARTED MOGADISCIO FOR PARIS ON JULY 
10 FOR HIS MEETING WITH FRENCH OFFICIALS. INCLUDED IN 
SIAD’S 44-MAN DELEGATION WERE TWO DEPUTY MINISTERS OF 
DEFENSE. THE FRENCH BELIEVE SIAD WILL VISIT CAIRO AFTER 
HIS PARIS TALKS, WHICH BEGAN JULY 11. 

SECRET 
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SOMALI DEFENSE MINISTRY WELCOMES US SHIP VISITS- 

THE SOMALI VICE MINISTER OF DEFENSE SUMMONED OUR CHARGE 
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IN MOGADISCIO ON JULY 12 AND TOLD HIM THAT THE GSDR WOULD 
WELCOME US SHIP VISITS TO SOMALI PORTS. ACCORDING TO THE 
VICE MINISTER, OPENING SOMALI PORTS TO THE US NAVY WOULD 
DEMONSTRATE SOMALI COOPERATION WITH THE US, GIVEN THE 
IMPROVED ATMOSPHERE WHICH NOW EXISTS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. EMBASSY MOGADISCIO RECOMMENDS THAT THE US 
MOVE PROMPTLY TO ACCEPT THE SOMALI OFFER AND SEND A SHIP 
TO MOGADISCIO. AF FAVORS THE IDEA OF REQUESTING GSDR 
AGREEMENT TO A US SHIP VISIT IN LATE AUGUST OR EARLY 
SEPTEMBER. 

CHAD - NATIONAL RECONCILIATION TALKS COLLAPSE- 

RECONCILIATION TALKS BETWEEN FROLINAT AND THE GOC TOOK 
PLACE IN LIBYA ON JULY 4, BUT BROKE DOWN OVER THE ISSUE 
OF FRENCH MILITARY PRESENCE IN CHAD. THE FRENCH NOW 

HAVE 2,000-2,500 TROOPS IN CHAD. MEANWHILE, A REORGANIZA- 
TION OF THE GOC, WHICH WILL INCLUDE SOME FORMER OPPOSITION 
LEADERS, IS BEING PLANNED. 

n. ISSUES TO WATCH 

CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFER TALKS WITH THE SOVIETS- 
THE US-USSR CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANFER TALKS (CAT) ARE 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN HELSINKI ON JULY 18 AND RUN THROUGH 
JULY 29. AT THE PREVIOUS ROUND LAST MAY THE US PROPOSED 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL WORKING GROUP AND WE TOLD 
THE SOVIETS WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO MAKE PROPOSALS ON 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA. WE ARE PLANNING TO 
INFORM SELECTED AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS ABOUT THE TALKS PRIOR 
TO THE OPENING OF THIS ROUND. 
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SENATE ATTEMPT TO SUSPEND RHODESIAN SANCTIONS- 
SENATOR HELMS IS PLANNING TO INTRODUCE AN AMENDMENT EARLY 
NEXT WEEK WHICH WOULD SUSPEND ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST 
RHODESIA FOR SIX MONTHS. ACCORDING TO HELMS, THIS MEASURE 
WOULD HELP PROVIDE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STABILITY TO THE 
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT DURING THE PERIOD IT IS ATTEMPTING 
TO PREPARE FOR ELECTIONS. A SIMILAR AMENDMENT, WHICH 
WOULD HAVE HAD THE EFFECT OF LIFTING SANCTIONS FOR AN 18- 
MONTH PERIOD, WAS DEFEATED IN THE SENATE ON JUNE 28 BY A 
VOTE OF 48-42. HELMS NOW CLAIMS THAT HE HAS THE VOTES FOR 
A SIX-MONTH LIFTING OF SANCTIONS. GIVEN THE CLOSENESS OF 
THE LAST VOTE, AF/I AND H ARE WORKING CLOSELY WITH KEY 
SENATE STAFFERS AND PRIVATE LOBBYING GROUPS (WASHINGTON 
OFFICE ON AFRICA, TRANSAFRICA, ETC.) TO DEVELOP AN EFFEC- 
TIVE STRATEGY FOR COUNTERING THE HELMS AMENDMENT. AF/S 
HAS PREPARED TALKING POINTS, AND "SWING" SENATORS ARE BEING 

IDENTIFIED FOR A LOBBYING EFFORT AGAINST THE HELMS AMEND- 
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MENT. 

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO AFRICA-- 
AID/AFR IS ABOUT ONE WEEK BEHIND IN SUBMITTING ITS 
PROPOSED DA BUDGET TO PPC. THEY HAVE PROMISED TO SHOW US 
THEIR NUMBERS BY THE END OF THIS WEEK. WE HAVE HELD 
FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS WITH S/P AND AID ON THE SSA PACKAGE 
THIS WEEK, BUT THE MAJOR ISSUES ARE NOT YET RESOLVED. 

THE FIRST DRAFT OF THE PL-480 BUDGET PUT TOGETHER BY 
AID/FFP CONTAINS LINE ITEMS FOR 9 AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN 
FY 79 AND 10 IN FY 80, A NET GAIN OF 2 AND 3 RESPECTIVELY 
OVER FY 78. AID PROPOSES PUTTING MOZAMBIQUE (DOLS. 4 MIL- 
LION) AND LESOTHO TEMPORARILY IN THE RESERVE, IN THE CASE 
OF MOZAMBIQUE, TO AVOID INFLAMING CONGRESSIONAL OPINION. 
SECRET 
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WE ARE LOOKING AT THAT. 

POST-SUMMIT BRIEFING OF AFRICANS— 

WE HAVE TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO ARRANGE FOR EITHER DICK 
COOPER OR BOB HORMATS TO BRIEF NIMEIRI AND OBASANJO ON THE 
RESULTS OF THE JULY 16-17 BONN ECONOMIC SUMMIT. COOPER 
COULD NOT GET INTO KHARTOUM FROM JIDDAH AND OUT AGAIN WITH- 
IN A REASONABLE TIMEFRAME. HORMATS WAS WILLING TO GO FROM 
EUROPE TO KHARTOUM ON JULY 19 TO BRIEF BOTH NIMEIRI AND 
OBASANJO DURING THE OAU SUMMIT. AMBASSADOR BERGUS, HOW- 
EVER, GAVE SEVERAL CONVINCING REASONS FOR NOT DOING THIS 
DURING THE OAU SUMMIT AND FELT TOPIC COULD WAIT UNTIL 
NIMEIRI'S SEPTEMBER VISIT TO US. AMBASSADOR EASUM ALSO 
ADVISED AGAINST A BRIEFING DURING OAU SUMMIT AND FELT CON- 
FIDENT OBASANJO COULD BE SATISFACTORILY BRIEFED IN LAGOS 
THROUGH NORMAL CHANNELS. 

NAM MEETING-- 

THE NON-ALIGNED FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING (BELGRADE, JULY 
24-29) TAKES PLACE AT A TIME OF UNPRECEDENTED DIVISIVE- 
NESS IN THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. SEVERAL ISSUES, INCLUD- 
ING THE WESTERN SAHARA AND MIDDLE EAST, DIVIDE REGIONAL 
GROUPS. ONE ISSUE, THAT OF CUBA'S AFRICAN INTERVENTION, 

IS PARTICULARLY DIVISIVE. EGYPT, SOMALIA AND ZAIRE WILL 
USE THE BELGRADE MEETINGS TO ATTACK CUBA'S NON-ALIGNED 
CREDENTIALS AND ITS PRETENTIONS OF NAM LEADERSHIP. HOST 
YUGOSLAVIA HAS FORMULATED A COMPROMISE RESOLUTION EMPHASIZ- 
ING THE OVERRIDING NEED FOR NON-ALIGNED UNITY AND CHASTIZ- 
ING UNNAMED COUNTRIES FOR FAILING TO "ADHERE CONSISTENTLY" 

TO THE PRINCIPLES OF NON-ALIGNMENT. THE OUTCOME IS FAR 
FROM PREDICTABLE, BUT THE WEIGHT OF TRADITION WILL BE ON 
THE SIDE OF UNITY. 

PROPOSED VISIT OF NIMEIRI TO THE US~ 

PRESIDENT NIMEIRI INDICATED TO AMBASSADOR BERGUS THIS 
WEEK THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN "EXTENDED TOUR" OF THE 
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US FOLLOWING HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
FROM NEW YORK HE PROPOSES TO VISIT WASHINGTON FOR SEVERAL 
DAYS AND THEN VISIT SIX STATES. WE HAD PROPOSED TO THE 
SECRETARY THAT NIMEIRI, AS CHAIRMAN OF THE OAU, BE 
RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN WASHINGTON DURING HIS VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON DURING WHICH HE WOULD PAY AN OFFICIAL CALL 
ON THE PRESIDENT. THIS WOULD CONFORM TO THE PATTERN OF 
BONGO'S RECEPTION LAST YEAR, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT 
NIMEIRI WOULD BE PERMITTED TO SPEND THE NIGHT AT BLAIR 
HOUSE. 

IN VIEW OF NIMEIRI'S PROPOSED TOUR, THIS MAY NOW PROVE AN 
AWKWARD PROCEDURE. YET WE SHOULD OFFER NIMEIRI A GREATER 
DEGREE OF HOSPITALITY THAN WHEN HE MADE A PRIVATE VISIT TO 
THE US IN JUNE 1976 (AT WHICH TIME HE PAID A BRIEF CALL ON 
PRESIDENT FORD), AND IN KEEPING WITH THE COURTESY ACCORDED 
TO BONGO. WE WILL PROPOSE AN OFFICIAL CALL ON THE PRESI- 
DENT IN WASHINGTON AND DETERMINE THE APPROPRIATE ADDITION 
AL COURTESIES WHEN WE HAVE A CLEAR IDEA OF NIMEIRI’S 
TRAVEL PLANS. CHRISTOPHER 

SECRET 
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FOR MOOSE FROM HARROP 

I. THE WEEK IN REVIEW 

COUP IN MAURITANIA— 

AN APPARENT BLOODLESS MILITARY COUP TOOK PLACE IN 
NOUAKCHOTT DURING THE NIGHT OF JULY 9-10 AND RESULTED 
IN THE OVERTHROW OF MOKHTAR OULD DADDAH’S CIVILIAN 
REGIME. MAURITANIA'S CONSTITUTION HAS BEEN SUSPENDED; 

THE PARLIAMENT AND MAURITANIA'S PEOPLE'S PARTY HAS BEEN 
SECRET 
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DISSOLVED. A NEW CABINET WAS NAMED ON JULY 12, COMPRISED 
OF BOTH MILITARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIANS. MAURITANIA IS 
NOW BEING GOVERNED BY A MILITARY COMMITTEE OF NATIONAL 
RECOVERY (MCNR) COMPRISED OF EIGHTEEN SENIOR MILITARY 
OFFICERS. THE MCNR HAS PLEDGED TO HONOR ALL MAURITANIAN 
FOREIGN AND INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS. THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE MCNR IS LT. COL. MOUSTAPHA OULD MOHAMED S ALECK. 
FORMER CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE MAURITANIAN ARMY AND 
REPORTEDLY THE LEADER OF THE COUP. EX-PRESIDENT OULD 
DADD AH IS REPORTEDLY UNDER HOUSE ARREST ALONG WITH SOME 

MEMBERS OF HIS CABINET. MANY OF THE OFFICERS IN THE 
NEW GOVERNMENT ARE FRENCH-TRAINED AND WELL-KNOWN TO THE 
US EMBASSY IN NOUAKCHOTT. THEY ARE CONSIDERED PRO-WESTERN 
AND CONSERVATIVE. THE MCNR HAS PUBLICLY STATED ITS 
INTENTION TO MAINTAIN FRIENDLY TIES WITH ITS TRADITIONAL 
ALLIES, AND FRANCE AND MOROCCO. ON JULY 12, THE NEW 
MAURITANIAN PRESIDENT LT. COL. SALECK CALLED IN 
AMBASSADOR KRYZA. HE TOLD OUR AMBASSADOR THAT THE 
TAKE OVER BY THE MCNR WAS IN FACT A "COUNTER COUP" 

TO HEAD OFF A BLOODY REVOLT OF THE MASSES THAT HE 
AND HIS COLLEAGUES CONSIDERED OTHERWISE INEVITABLE. 

SALECK ALSO SAID THAT HE BELIEVES EX-PRESIDENT OULD 
DADD AH TO BE A GOOD AND WELL-INTENTIONED MAN BUT TOO 
INEPT TO DEAL WITH MAURITANIA’S SERIOUS PROBLEMS. SUCH 
AS A POORLY PERFORMING ECONOMY, CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT 
AND THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT. THE MCNR'S GOALS ARE 
TO REVITALIZE THE ECONOMY BY GETTING THE IRON ORE PRO- 
DUCTION MOVING AGAIN, TO MAKE THE GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRA- 
TION MORE EFFECTIVE, AND TO FIND A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO 
THE WESTERN SAHARA CONFLICT. 

FOREIGN REACTION TO THE GOVERNMENT COUP SO FAR HAS 
SECRET 
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GENERALLY BEEN ONE OF WAIT AND SEE, ALTHOUGH FIRST 
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REACTIONS IN RABAT AND DAKAR WERE THOSE OF ALARM. 

INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE COUP WAS AN INTERNAL AFFAIR AND 
NO FOREIGN POWERS WERE INVOLVED. THE FRENCH HAVE SAID 
THAT THEY WERE NOT AT ALL SURPRISED BY THE COUP. THEY 
KNEW THAT OULD DADDAH’S REGIME HAD BEEN ON SHAKY GROUND 
FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. (SEE ALSO NOUAKCHOTT 1906). 

OAU COUNCIL OF MINISTERS: LASSITUDE SETS IN- 

AFTER OPENING SESSION FIREWORKS INVOLVING HEATED PROGRES- 
SIVE-MODERATE DEBATE OVER FOREIGN INTERVENTION, THE OAU 
COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETING HAS SETTLED INTO THE 
TEDIOUS ROUTINE BUSINESS OF DRAFTING RESOLUTIONS GENERAL 
ENOUGH TO BE ACCEPTABLE TO A HETEROGENEOUS MEMBERSHIP. 

THE ONLY SUBSTANTIVE ACTIONS TAKEN SO FAR ARE THE 
EJECTION OF A SEVEN-MEMBER DELEGATION REPRESENTING 
RHODESIA'S NDABANINGI SITHOLE AND THE REJECTION OF 
THE COMOROS DELEGATION'S CREDENTIALS. POTENTIALLY 
DIVISIVE ISSUES SUCH AS THE REPORTS OF VARIOUS MEDIATION 
AND CONCILIATION COMMISSIONS (ETHIOPIA-SUDAN, ETHIOPIA- 
SOMALIA AND CHAD-LIBYA) WERE BUCKED TO THE SUMMIT 
FOR CONSIDERATION. OTHER CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES 
ARE SUBMERGED IN COMMITTEE. AT THE MOMENT, SOME 23 
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT ARE EXPECTED TO ATTEND 
THE JULY 18-21 SUMMIT SESSION. IN-COMING OAU CHAIRMAN 
NIMEIRI APPARENTLY STILL HOPES TO ARRANGE A FACE-TO-FACE 

MEETING BETWEEN SADAT AND QADHAFI, BUT THERE IS SOME 
DOUBT THAT THE LIBYAN LEADER WILL SHOW UP IN KHARTOUM. 
ANOTHER DOUBTFUL ATTENDEE IS ETHIOPIAN LEADER MENGISTU. 

IN SUM, THE OAU APPEARS WELL ON THE WAY TO PAPERING 
OVER THE DEEP DIVISIONS IN ITS RANKS BY THE USUAL DEVICE 
OF SIDE-STEPPING HARD ISSUES AND DEVISING RHETORICAL 
RESOLUTIONS ON STANDARD OAU AND THIRD WORLD SUBJECTS. 

SECRET 
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SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN CENTRAL AFRICA-- 

AMBASSADOR CUTLER AND AF/C DIRECTOR JUNIOR MET WITH 
PRESIDENT MOBUTU JULY 1 1 TO PURSUE THE QUESTION OF MEDIA- 
TION EFFORTS BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA. MOBUTU WAS MORE 
FORTHCOMING THAN ANTICIPATED, AGREEING TO A HALT IN AID 
TO ANGOLAN DISSIDENTS PROVIDED THAT HE COULD BE ASSURED 
OF A RECIPROCAL MOVE ON THE PART OF THE GOA WITH RESPECT 
TO THE FLNC. MOBUTU SAID THAT VERIFICATION OF BOTH 
SIDES OF THE BORDER WAS INTEGRAL TO ANY SETTLEMENT. HE 
ACCEPTED THE CONGOLESE GOVERNMENT AS MEDIATOR AND WAS 
WILLING TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO BRAZZAVILLE BEFORE 
THE KHARTOUM OAU CONFERENCE TO MEET WITH ANGOLAN OFFICIALS. 
HE ALSO SAID HE WASWILLING TO MEET WITH NETO TO DISCUSS 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A VERIFICATION TEAM UNDER OAU AEGIS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


JUNIOR FLEW TO LUANDA THE NEXT DAY TO CONVEY MOBUTU’S 
VIEWS TO PRIME MINISTER MASCIEMENTO AND MPLA CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE MEMBER LUVALU. THE ANGOLAN RESPONSE WAS ESSEN- 
TIALLY POSITIVE; THEY SAID THEY WOULD BE PREPARED TO MEET 
A GOZ REPRESENTATIVE IN BRAZZAVILLE, SUNDAY JULY 16. 

LUVALU SAID THAT THE GOZ SHOULD DISMANTLE FNLA CAMPS, 

BUT THIS WAS NOT A PRE-CONDITION TO BEGINNING TALKS IN 
BRAZZAVILLE. JUNIOR RETURNED TO KINSHASA JULY 13 
TO INFORM MOBUTU, AFTER WHICH HE WILL GO ON TO BRAZZAVILLE 
TO BRIEF GOCB OFFICIALS. 

SOMALIA: SIAD DEPARTS FOR PARIS-- 

PRESIDENT SIAD DEPARTED MOGADISCIO FOR PARIS ON JULY 
10 FOR HIS MEETING WITH FRENCH OFFICIALS. INCLUDED IN 
SIAD’S 44-MAN DELEGATION WERE TWO DEPUTY MINISTERS OF 
DEFENSE. THE FRENCH BELIEVE SIAD WILL VISIT CAIRO AFTER 
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HIS PARIS TALKS, WHICH BEGAN JULY 1 1 . 

SOMALI DEFENSE MINISTRY WELCOMES US SHIP VISITS-- 

THE SOMALI VICE MINISTER OF DEFENSE SUMMONED OUR CHARGE 

IN MOGADISCIO ON JULY 12 AND TOLD HIM THAT THE GSDR WOULD 
WELCOME US SHIP VISITS TO SOMALI PORTS. ACCORDING TO THE 
VICE MINISTER, OPENING SOMALI PORTS TO THE US NAVY WOULD 
DEMONSTRATE SOMALI COOPERATION WITH THE US, GIVEN THE 
IMPROVED ATMOSPHERE WHICH NOW EXISTS BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES. EMBASSY MOGADISCIO RECOMMENDS THAT THE US 
MOVE PROMPTLY TO ACCEPT THE SOMALI OFFER AND SEND A SHIP 
TO MOGADISCIO. AF FAVORS THE IDEA OF REQUESTING GSDR 
AGREEMENT TO A US SHIP VISIT IN LATE AUGUST OR EARLY 
SEPTEMBER. 

CHAD - NATIONAL RECONCILIATION TALKS COLLAPSE- 

RECONCILIATION TALKS BETWEEN FROLINAT AND THE GOC TOOK 
PLACE IN LIBYA ON JULY 4, BUT BROKE DOWN OVER THE ISSUE 
OF FRENCH MILITARY PRESENCE IN CHAD. THE FRENCH NOW 

HAVE 2,000-2,500 TROOPS IN CHAD. MEANWHILE, A REORGANIZA- 
TION OF THE GOC, WHICH WILL INCLUDE SOME FORMER OPPOSITION 
LEADERS, IS BEING PLANNED. 

n. ISSUES TO WATCH 

CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANSFER TALKS WITH THE SOVIETS- 
THE US-USSR CONVENTIONAL ARMS TRANFER TALKS (CAT) ARE 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN HELSINKI ON JULY 18 AND RUN THROUGH 
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JULY 29. AT THE PREVIOUS ROUND LAST MAY THE US PROPOSED 
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL WORKING GROUP AND WE TOLD 
THE SOVIETS WE WOULD BE PREPARED TO MAKE PROPOSALS ON 
SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA AND LATIN AMERICA. WE ARE PLANNING TO 
SECRET 
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INFORM SELECTED AFRICAN GOVERNMENTS ABOUT THE TALKS PRIOR 
TO THE OPENING OF THIS ROUND. 

SENATE ATTEMPT TO SUSPEND RHODESIAN SANCTIONS- 
SENATOR HELMS IS PLANNING TO INTRODUCE AN AMENDMENT EARLY 
NEXT WEEK WHICH WOULD SUSPEND ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AGAINST 
RHODESIA FOR SIX MONTHS. ACCORDING TO HELMS, THIS MEASURE 
WOULD HELP PROVIDE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL STABILITY TO THE 
TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT DURING THE PERIOD IT IS ATTEMPTING 
TO PREPARE FOR ELECTIONS. A SIMILAR AMENDMENT, WHICH 
WOULD HAVE HAD THE EFFECT OF LIFTING SANCTIONS FOR AN 18- 
MONTH PERIOD, WAS DEFEATED IN THE SENATE ON JUNE 28 BY A 
VOTE OF 48-42. HELMS NOW CLAIMS THAT HE HAS THE VOTES FOR 
A SIX-MONTH LIFTING OF SANCTIONS. GIVEN THE CLOSENESS OF 
THE LAST VOTE, AF/I AND H ARE WORKING CLOSELY WITH KEY 
SENATE STAFFERS AND PRIVATE LOBBYING GROUPS (WASHINGTON 
OFFICE ON AFRICA, TRANSAFRICA, ETC.) TO DEVELOP AN EFFEC- 
TIVE STRATEGY FOR COUNTERING THE HELMS AMENDMENT. AF/S 
HAS PREPARED TALKING POINTS, AND "SWING" SENATORS ARE BEING 

IDENTIFIED FOR A LOBBYING EFFORT AGAINST THE HELMS AMEND- 
MENT. 

ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE TO AFRICA— 

AID/AFR IS ABOUT ONE WEEK BEHIND IN SUBMITTING ITS 
PROPOSED DA BUDGET TO PPC. THEY HAVE PROMISED TO SHOW US 
THEIR NUMBERS BY THE END OF THIS WEEK. WE HAVE HELD 
FOLLOW-UP MEETINGS WITH S/P AND AID ON THE SSA PACKAGE 
THIS WEEK, BUT THE MAJOR ISSUES ARE NOT YET RESOLVED. 

THE FIRST DRAFT OF THE PL-480 BUDGET PUT TOGETHER BY 
AID/FFP CONTAINS LINE ITEMS FOR 9 AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN 
FY 79 AND 10 IN FY 80, A NET GAIN OF 2 AND 3 RESPECTIVELY 
OVER FY 78. AID PROPOSES PUTTING MOZAMBIQUE (DOLS. 4 MIL- 
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LION) AND LESOTHO TEMPORARILY IN THE RESERVE, IN THE CASE 
OF MOZAMBIQUE, TO AVOID INFLAMING CONGRESSIONAL OPINION. 

WE ARE LOOKING AT THAT. 

POST-SUMMIT BRIEFING OF AFRICANS— 

WE HAVE TRIED UNSUCCESSFULLY TO ARRANGE FOR EITHER DICK 
COOPER OR BOB HORMATS TO BRIEF NIMEIRI AND OBASANJO ON THE 
RESULTS OF THE JULY 16-17 BONN ECONOMIC SUMMIT. COOPER 
COULD NOT GET INTO KHARTOUM FROM JIDDAH AND OUT AGAIN WITH- 
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IN A REASONABLE TIMEFRAME. HORMATS WAS WILLING TO GO FROM 
EUROPE TO KHARTOUM ON JULY 19 TO BRIEF BOTH NIMEIRI AND 
OBASANJO DURING THE OAU SUMMIT. AMBASSADOR BERGUS, HOW- 
EVER. GAVE SEVERAL CONVINCING REASONS FOR NOT DOING THIS 
DURING THE OAU SUMMIT AND FELT TOPIC COULD WAIT UNTIL 
NIMEIRI'S SEPTEMBER VISIT TO US. AMBASSADOR EASUM ALSO 
ADVISED AGAINST A BRIEFING DURING OAU SUMMIT AND FELT CON- 
FIDENT OBASANJO COULD BE SATISFACTORILY BRIEFED IN LAGOS 
THROUGH NORMAL CHANNELS. 

NAM MEETING— 

THE NON-ALIGNED FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING (BELGRADE, JULY 
24-29) TAKES PLACE AT A TIME OF UNPRECEDENTED DIVISIVE- 
NESS IN THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT. SEVERAL ISSUES, INCLUD- 
ING THE WESTERN SAHARA AND MIDDLE EAST, DIVIDE REGIONAL 
GROUPS. ONE ISSUE, THAT OF CUBA'S AFRICAN INTERVENTION, 

IS PARTICULARLY DIVISIVE. EGYPT, SOMALIA AND ZAIRE WILL 
USE THE BELGRADE MEETINGS TO ATTACK CUBA'S NON-ALIGNED 
CREDENTIALS AND ITS PRETENTIONS OF NAM LEADERSHIP. HOST 
YUGOSLAVIA HAS FORMULATED A COMPROMISE RESOLUTION EMPHASIZ- 
ING THE OVERRIDING NEED FOR NON-ALIGNED UNITY AND CHASTIZ- 
ING UNNAMED COUNTRIES FOR FAILING TO "ADHERE CONSISTENTLY" 

TO THE PRINCIPLES OF NON-ALIGNMENT. THE OUTCOME IS FAR 
FROM PREDICTABLE, BUT THE WEIGHT OF TRADITION WILL BE ON 
THE SIDE OF UNITY. 

PROPOSED VISIT OF NIMEIRI TO THE US- 
SECRET 
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PRESIDENT NIMEIRI INDICATED TO AMBASSADOR BERGUS THIS 
WEEK THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN "EXTENDED TOUR" OF THE 
US FOLLOWING HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 

FROM NEW YORK HE PROPOSES TO VISIT WASHINGTON FOR SEVERAL 
DAYS AND THEN VISIT SIX STATES. WE HAD PROPOSED TO THE 
SECRETARY THAT NIMEIRI, AS CHAIRMAN OF THE OAU, BE 
RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT CARTER IN WASHINGTON DURING HIS VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON DURING WHICH HE WOULD PAY AN OFFICIAL CALL 
ON THE PRESIDENT. THIS WOULD CONFORM TO THE PATTERN OF 
BONGO'S RECEPTION LAST YEAR, WITH THE EXCEPTION THAT 
NIMEIRI WOULD BE PERMITTED TO SPEND THE NIGHT AT BLAIR 
HOUSE. 

IN VIEW OF NIMEIRI'S PROPOSED TOUR, THIS MAY NOW PROVE AN 
AWKWARD PROCEDURE. YET WE SHOULD OFFER NIMEIRI A GREATER 
DEGREE OF HOSPITALITY THAN WHEN HE MADE A PRIVATE VISIT TO 
THE US IN JUNE 1976 (AT WHICH TIME HE PAID A BRIEF CALL ON 
PRESIDENT FORD), AND IN KEEPING WITH THE COURTESY ACCORDED 
TO BONGO. WE WILL PROPOSE AN OFFICIAL CALL ON THE PRESI- 
DENT IN WASHINGTON AND DETERMINE THE APPROPRIATE ADDITION 
AL COURTESIES WHEN WE HAVE A CLEAR IDEA OF NIMEIRI’S 
TRAVEL PLANS. CHRISTOPHER 
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UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 
SECRET 
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